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school’s development and their leadership skills exemplified in managing the affairs of the
Association and promoting the establish-’hof branches beyond the East Coast. In June this
year, we had the opportunity of meeting Regentionians on the Pacific Coast in their first

Dance.

We extend our gratitude to all Regentonians, members of the Association and supporters
who have made personal sacrifices for the attainment of the Association’s objectives. You
are thousands of miles away from your home country and the good old school and may not
personally know any of the current pupils. You have to cope with the challenges of living
in this very competitive society. However, you are infused with the desire to contribute to
your Alma Mater’s development because of the rich and enduring experiences you gained
there as Pupils. We want to assure you that we will continue to work assiduously for our

school to maintain her premier position.

The status of our school changed in September 2007 when she reverted to the control of
the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Freetown as successor to the Church Missionary
Society, our founding fathers. This change provides opportunities for better institutional
management, planning and development. Now more than ever before, alumni at home and
abroad are challenged to be more supportive of our Alma Mater so that the objectives

which motivated the change can be achieved.

Our facilities need further improvement so that the teaching-learning environment can be
enriched. We need to focus on our laboratories and library whilst using computing as an
educational tool and not merely for word processing. Our staff should be further motivated
to raise the level of their teaching effectiveness. Our sporting facilities need to be

improved to strengthen the physical development of our pupils.

Our immediate priority is the construction of a three-storey building to house six additional
classrooms whilst providing larger and purpose-built venues for the relocation of our

library and computer centre. The plan has been drawn and the construction will start in the
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new year. It is estimated to be over one billion leones. This is a major investment which

will enable us to expand and improve our facilities.

Arrangements are being made for the utilization of part of the school land by developers.
The funds generated from such activities will be used to finance school development
projects but additional funds will come from school sources, investments and contributions
from alumni at home and in the diaspora. The Alumni Association of North America has

already provided some funds and we look forward to greater support.

In our dealings with the Association, we have always emphasized the need for us to co-
operate and harness our resources for the attainment of institutional goals. There is a lot
we can do as individuals but our chances of success become more certain when we take
united action and move in the same direction. Also, we have endeavoured to maintain
open communications for transparency and accountability. In the process, we have
enjoyed the Association’s confidence and goodwill. We will do all in our power to

maintain this cordiality in the interest of our Alma Mater to which all of us are endeared.

As Regentoninians, our school motto dudke motivates us to set new goals and work
zealously for their accomplishment. We are never down-hearted and hold our Alma Mater
in high esteem. As the rallying cry goes out for us to meet the developmental challenges
facing our school, we should as President-Elect Obama hear the resounding response -

YES, WE CAN - which will be shown in our words and deeds.

FLOREAT REGENTONIA — GOD BLESS OUR GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

A. J. Lasite

Principal.



