
ADDR ESS DEL IVER ED BY THE PRINCIPAL AT TH E BANQUET DANCE
OF THE SIERRA LEONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

OF NORTH AMERICA IN WASHINGTON D.C.
ON SATURDAY , 29TH NOVEMBER 2008

~, I NTRODUCTION

We bring you warm greetings from the Regantonian family at home in Sierra Leone and

espec ially from the Board of Governors, Staff, Pupi ls and Mr. Winston Jones, the new

President of the Old Boys Union.

From small beginnings in 1985, the Sierra Leone Grammar School Alumni Association of

North America has developed into a strong organization mak ing significant contributions

to the development of our Alma Mater. Permit us to highlight some of the Association' s

major interventions. The se include the construction of a new roof over the Science Block

to end the leakage which was being experienced, the provision of books, laboratory

equipment and computers to enhance teaching and learning, the creat ion of a revolving

fund for the prompt payment of salar ies when the school was government-ass isted and

delays were being experienced, the provision of a Bus to ease the transportation prob lems

faced by staff, the insti tution of the "Teacher of the Year" Award and payment of stipends

to boost staff morale, the provision of scholarships to deserving pupils who consistently

performed well , the suppl y of school colours to ensure their continual availability, the

provision of funds to meet litigation expenses for the recovery of our land and construction

of a wall to secure the property. These and severa l others are shining examples of the

Association ' s assistance to the school.

Over and above these mate rial contributions, we have benefited from advice and mora l

support, especially during the difficult times which our country and Alma Mater have

faced. The telephone calls expressing concern for our safety and encouraging us to "Ha-y
in there" have been a major source of comfort and support strengthening our resolve to

keep the school ' s flag flying high.

We have had the honour and pleasure of working with five Presidents of the Associat ion in

the persons of Rev. Dr. Wi lliam Lew is, Dr. Bob Thomas Dr. Robert Metzger , Mr. George

Nicol and Dr. Radcliffe Thomas. We can attest to their dedication and commitment to our



2

school's development and their leadership skills exemplified in managing the affairs of the

Association and promoting the establisl1wtof branches beyond the East Coast. In June th is

year, we had the opportuni ty of meeting Regentionians on the Pacifie Coast in their first

Dance.

We extend our gratitude to all Regentoni ans, members of the Association and supporters

who have made personal sacrifices for the attainment of the Association 's objectives. You

are thousands of miles away from your home country and the good old school and may not

personally know any of the current pupils. You have to cope with the challenges of living

in this very competi tive society. However, you are infused with the desi re to contribute to

your Alma Mater's development because of the rich and enduring experiences you gained

there as Pupils. We want to assure you that we will continue to work assiduously for our

schuul to maintai n her prem ier position.

The status of our school changed in September 200 7 when she reverted to the control of

the Bishop of the Anglican Dio cese of Freetown as successor to the Church Missionary

Society, our founding fathers. This change provides opportunities for better institutional

management, planning and development. Now more than ever before, alumni at home and

abroad are challenged to be more supportive of our Alma Mater so that the objectives

which motivated the change can be achieved.

Our facilities need further improvement so that the teaching-learning environment can be

enriched. We need to focus on our laboratorie s and library whilst using computing as an

educational tool and not merely for word processing. Our staff should be further motivated

to raise the level of their teaching effectiveness. Our sporting facilities need to be

improved to strength en the physical development of our pupi ls.

Our immediate priority is the construction of a three-storey building to house six additional

classrooms whilst providing larger and purpose-built venues for the relocation of our

library and computer centre. The plan has been drawn and the construction will start in the
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new year. It is estimated to be over one bill ion leones. This is a major investment which

wiII enable us to expand and improve our facilities .

Arrangements are being made for the utilization of part of the school land by developers.

The funds generated from suc h activities will be used to finance school deve lopment

projects but additi onal funds will come from school sources, investments and contributions

from alumni at home and in the diaspora. The Alum ni Assoc iat ion of North Ameri ca has

already provided some fund s and we look forward to greater support.

In our dealings with the Association, we have always emphasized the need for us to co­

operate and harness our resources for the attainment of institutional goals. There is a lot

we can do as individuals but our chances of success become more certain when we take

united action and move in the same direction. Also, we have endeavoured to maintain

open communications for tran sparency and accountability. In the process, we have

enjoyed the Association 's confidence and goodwill . We will do all in our power to

maintain this cordia lity in the interest of our Alma Mater to which all of us are endeared.

As Regentoninians, our school motto OtWKW motivates us to set new goals and work

zea lously for their accomplishment. We are never down-hearted and hold our Alma Mater

in high esteem. As the rallying cry goes out for us to meet the developmental challenges

facing our school, we should as President-Elect Obama hear the resounding response ­

YES, WE CAN - wh ich will be shown in our words and deeds.

FLOREAT REGE NTONIA - GOD BLESS OUR GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

A. 1. Lasite

Principal.


