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1. TIle Status Review Commirree, now called the Status Implementation Committee, has been in
existence since 1993 working rewards the change of status of (he school from a Govenmient­
Assisted to N1 Independent school. Within the last year, the Committee has worked
relentlessly hard to achieve its goal with minimum disruption, Its sub-committees were
working on their various programmes til effect the change em I i>'. September Z007. Parents had
been sensitized, staff had been identified and intrastrucnaal projects were about to start when
the Board of Governors w:as summoned to a meeting with the Minister of Education, Science
and Technology on9:li August 20t16.

2. It should be pointed out that from the inception of the change proposal, we had mede it dear
that the change of status was a metter for the Prowie1O! and net the Board of Govem91]. All
previous meetings relating to the change had been with the Proprietor and the Cerra..nittee
working under his mandate. Tbe Board of Governors is a creation of the Minister of EducutiM
who has powers to appoint and dismiss. Even if a member )$ the Proprietor's nominee, his
appointment is from the Minister. The 2004 Education Act has further strengthened the
Minister's say in L1.e deliberations of the Board,

3. At the meeting on 9ill August, the Board was informed about some Cabinet discussions and.
conclusions. These stated that a nericual policy on change of status was ;:0 be formulated
before any school could embark on such a change. As a result, the school should. continue as a
Government-Assisted school.

4. The Bishop who apart from. being Proprietor is also the Chairman of the Board, expressed
concern that the issue of policy had never been menricned before erd was now brought up to
forestall our- plans.

5. We later bad discussions with the Vice President who restated what the Minister had said. A
legal team was formed and a le-tter was written to the Minister requesting him to give reasons
why permission had been denied. About two weeks later, a letter was received hom the
Attorney-General stating that the change of status was inappropriate and should be held in
abeyance. We were or-the view thai: the Issues which OlD' lawyers had raised in their letter to
the Minister had not been addressed.

6. On 4th September 2006, the Bishop issued a mandate to me to continue as Principal <'J1d
administer the school under hisdirection and that of the SIC.

7, We published a programme of activities and re-scheduled the re-opening of school for 2~J
October. The Board was 'invited to me Ministry butwe did not attend. In 0\11' view. change of
status was a matter for the proprietor and no! the Board. Also. our effective change of status
on j;;t September made the Boord redundant.

S. We started collecting the new fees and held the NPSE intake meeting for pupils from primary
schools on 12 lil September. It was well attended and new pupils also began to pa.y tb.e new
fees,

9. The Ministry issued statements and held a meeting with about 20 parents at the Government
Roke] Secondary School. Othermeetings were held to which the Proprietor l,v'as no! invited. A
statement from the Bishop w-as read in some churches on 17tiJ September.
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10. On the same dEy the usual diSG1.1S51on and. phone-in prograllune was broadcast by Redic

Democracy. Our change of status was the topic but we had decided not to engage in press
exchanges and did not take pan ill the programme.

:
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1L On the President's invitation, the Bishop and some members of the Status Implementation
Committee attended a meeting at State Lodge on 19· September, Our position was strongly
put forward by the Bishop '\10110 mentioned some of the derisory remarks made by officials of
the Ministry during the radio progrnmme. The President apologised for discourtesies shown.
H~ seemed keen 011 reaching a compromise. The Bishop mentioned that some approaches had
been made by the Minister ....bo had reneged leaving him doubtful of the Ministry's sincerity.

12. The discussions ccnunued acd at tbe end it was decided to psepere a press release. We moved
into one of the rooms where further discussions :'.U1d the drafting took place. The release
highlighted agreement on three points- (1) intensification of negotiation on privatization. of
SLGS (2) all modalities to be completed before l~ September 2007 (3) school to continue as
Government-Assisted in tire interim, A copy ofthe release is also sent with this update.

13. SIC held all emergency meeting later in the day for us to take a closer look at the issues and
chart the way forward. We decided to engage the Ministry and State Lodge strongly on the
matter for it: to be completed by May 2007. We also decided to meet the staff and parents who
hOO been. very supportiveof our stead,

14. School re-opened on 27th September and pupils are pa,.ing last year's fees.Refunds will be
made- to those who had paid the D<!1W fees.

i5" There is a feeling ofdisappo~that the cbaage could Ed take place in 2006 and has been
deferred In 2007 with all its political uncertainties. W~ have to be strongly proactive in our
communications and discussions with the Ministry and Stare Lodge for our goal to be
achieved.

t6. Tl1.;: SIC is still in existence but we recogeize tbat the recent disappointment will dampen the
enthusiasm of some of our partners. We need to revive Gill' spirits and maintain a acned stand.
The points which you raised about dependence on fees are important and have been brought to
the Committee's attention.

17. 111e funds that were sent through Mr Archie Ayo Davies have been received and ere still
intact. We await your instructions on how they should now be treated.

18. Also, we use this opportunity to again request your written ainhority for the sale of the School
Bus which the Association donated inl991 and whlch has been. in a garage for the last three to
four years.

19. Please convey our ihanks and greettngs wall Regentonians. ill North America. Let us continue
to work closely for the development ofour- Alma Mater.


