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The Status Reﬂe:w Ccmmstt&:-, now called the Siatus Fuplemensxtion Commitize, has been in
sxistence since 1993 working towards the chenge of status of the scheel from a Covernmeni-
Assisted 1o an Indeperdent school Within the last year, the Comuritiee has worked
relenilessly hard to schieve its goal with prinimura ulsrupi]t"ﬂ lt1s sub-vonunitiess wers

working on their varous programmes 1o effect the change on 1™ September 2007, Parents had

been sensitized, staff bad besn identified and nfrastruntural projects weie about to start when
the Board of Governors was sumimoned to o mesting with the Minister of Education, Science
and Technology on O Awgust 2006,

It shotdd be poimed out that from the inception of the change proposal, we had made it clear
that the change of status was a gpaner for the  Proprigior and rot the Bosrd of Govenors. A}‘
previous meetings relating 0 the change had been with the Proprietor and the Comeni

working under his wandste. The Board of Governors is a ereation of the Minister of E{iuc.,;tmﬁ
who has powers to appoint and dismiss. Even if a member is the Proprietor’s nominee, hig

appoimment is from the Minister. The 2004 Educaton Act has further strengthened the

Minister’s sgv i the deliberations of the Board,

At the mecting on 97 August, the Board was informed about some Cebinet discussions and
conclusions. Thess stated that a natiopal policy on change of status was w0 be formulated
hetore any schoal could embark on such a change. As a result, the school shonld continue as a
Government-Assisted school.

The Bishop who aport from belng Propristor is also the Chairman of the Board, expressed
concem that the issue of policy bad never been mentioned hefore ard was now broughr ap 10
foresiall our plans,

We later had discussions with the Vice President whe restated what the Minister had said. A
legal team was formed and s letier was written to the Mirister requesting him fo give reasons
why permission had been demied. About two wecks later, 2 letter was received from the
Attorney-General stating thai the change of status wes inappropriate and should be held in
abayance., We were of the view that the issves which our lawyers had raised in their letter 1o
the Minister had not been addressed.

On ™ September 2006, the Bishop issuad a mandate to me 1o continue as Principal and
administer the school under his direction and that of the SIC.

We published a programme of activities and re-scheduled the re-opening of school for 2

October. The Board was invited to the Ministry but we did not attend.  In our view, change of

status was & matter for the proprictor and not the Board. Also, our effective change of status
n 3~ September made the Board redundant.

We started Lc_lecmg the new fags and held the NPSE intke resting for pupils from primary
schoots on 12" Septernber. It was well attended and new pupils also began to pay the new
fees,

The Ministry issued statements and held a meeting with about 20 parents at the Governgmant
Roke! Secondaiy School. Othey meetings were held to which the Proprietor was not invited. A
statement from the Bishop was read in some churcties on 17° September,
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10, On the same day the usual discussion and phore-in progremmme was broadeast by Kadio
Democrasy, Our change of stats was the iopie but we had dgeided not to engage in press
exchanges and did not take part in the prograrome.

11, On the President’s invitaton, the Bishop and soms members of the Satus Traplemantation
Comnmittee attended 8 meeting at Stte Lodge on 19® September, Our pusition was strongly
put forward by the Blishop who mentoned some of the derisory remarks made by officials of
the Ministry during the radio programme. The President spologised for discourtesiss shown,
He seemed keen on reaching a compromise, The Bishop reertioned #hist some approaches had
been made by the Minister who had reneged lesving him doubtfol of the Mindsivy’s sincerity.

12, The discussions soniinued and at he and it was decided 1o prepare a press release, We moved
into one of the rooms where further discussions and the drafting took place. The releass
highlighted apreement on theee points- (1) intemsification of negotiation on privatization of
SL.GS (2} all modalities 1o be completed before 1* Septamber 2007 (33 school o continue as
Govermment-Asaisted in te interie. A copy of tha release is also sent with this updae,

13, 81C hald an emergency mesting Iater in the day for us fo take a closer look at the issues and
chart the way forward. We decided t engage the Ministry and Staiz Lodge strongly on the
matter for it fo be completed by May 2007, We also decided 1o meet the staff and parents who
hed been very supperdve of our gland.

14, School re-opened on 27 Septomber aud pupils are paying last year's foes,Refunds will be
mads to those who had paid the new fees.

15. There is a fesling of disappoirdrment that the change could mot takes place i 2006 and has been
deferred to 2007 witk all its political uncerminties. We have o be sttongly proestive tn ow
cominunications erd discussions  with the Minisoy ad State Lodge for our poal to be
achieved. '

16, The SIC s still in existence but we tecognize that the recent disappointment will dampen the
enthusiasm of some of our partrers, We nesd {0 revive our spirits and maintain 2 waitad stand,
The peints which you raised about dependence on fees are fportant and have been Brovght to
the Committee’s attsntion.

17. The funds that were sent through Mr Archie Ayo Davies have been received and are still
intact. We await your instructions on how they shonld now be treated.

18, Also, we nse this opportunity $o again request your written awbority for the sals of the School
Bug which the Association donated in]1991 and which has been in a garage Tor the last three
four years.

19, Please convey our thanks and grestings to all Regaptonians in North America. {et us continue
o work closely for the development of our Almm Mater,

FLOREAY REGENTONIA — GOD BLESS OUR GRAMN v .SCI—E;‘OOL.
SIBAAL LEONE
GRAYYIEE, SCHOOL
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